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F FOR THE MAGAZINE. | blessed in Christ, the Saviour of the world; and 

The gentleman who wrote the following| that God had prepared in Christ a feast of fat 
letter was formerly a member of the church things for all people ; that all flesh should see 
in Caryer, of which the person to whom it was| the salvation of God; they believed that Christ 
Written was minister ; and was set aside for sup-| Save himself a ransom for all men, and that all 
posed error. To the letter which he wrote| the ransomed of the Lord should return and 


' a church on that matter, he received no re-|Come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy on 
? 


ly ; although they found no fault with his cha-| their heads, that they should ebtain joy and 
racter. The letter below will be found to con- gladness, and sorrow and sighing should flee 
_ tain considerable proof in favor of Universalism, | away, and all know the Lord from the least to 
and to answer some objections which have been the greatest. -'This, sir, I think, was the faith 


made against it. ‘or truth once delivered to the saints for which 
ith hy , the Apostles contended earnestly. This was 
the Gospel that Paul preached, for he says, 


- Copy of a letter to a-Calvinistic Minister. 
“The Scriptures, foreseeing that God would 


CARVER, JULY 16, 1826. 


_ Reverend Sir,—I have recently received your! justify the heathen through faith, preached be- 
friendly letter of Dec. 17th, and have read it|fore the gospel unto Abraham, saying, in thee 
with a degree of candor and atteniion. I was/shall all nations be biessed.” The truth to be 
pleased to hear of your welfare and prosperity,| believed no doubt is the Gospel; what then, 
‘and greatly pleased to be favored with a word dear sir, is the gospel? It is good news, “ good 
from one whom I esteem as a real friend and a| tidings of great joy to all people ;” “life and 
Christian. 1 have not forgotten those pleasant|immortality are brought to light through the 
interviews we had together before you left this| gospel.” It contains life to a world dead in 
place. Although we differed in sentiments, yet) trespasses and sins; it announces the final re- 
in many respects we were cordially agreed.| conciliation of ail things te God through the 
‘You requested me to write to you soon, and to| blood of him who suffered and died (not to con- 
write frankly and fully my views and feelings,|demn, but) to save the world. ‘This is what 
&c. Sir, it is with some reluctance that I com-| men must now believe, the belief of which will 
ply with your request, believing that the differ-| constitute rest. St. Paul preached that God 
ence in our religious views will render my com-| will have all men to be saved, and to come to 
munication of little or no. pleasure to you.|the knowledge of the truth—the truth then is 


‘ This age is an age of investigation and inquiry,| that all men shall be saved; for if the doctrine 


each one claiming a right to think fer himself|of endiess misery be a truth, then men may 
' on religious subjects, and to worship God ac.|come to the knowledge of the truth and be end- 


cording to the dictates of his own conscience. |lessly miserable ; which idea is a violation of 


In this respect the words of the apostle are ve-| Scripture and reason. ‘The inspired servaits 
rified: ‘Let every one be fully persuaded in| of God preached the Gospel; they taught the 
his own mind.” : people that God was good to all; that the good- 

In your letter you assure me that you are my | ness of God leadeth to repentance ; that he was 
real friend and well-wisher, and manifest a great|ot partial, and referred the people to the 
anxiety and concern, that I should renounce| known fact that the sun rose on the evil and 
my errors, and embrace the truth and love of; on the good, that the rain descended on the 
sound doctrine.. Bir, these expressions of love |just and unjust—they taught the people that 
and friendship are received by your humble|God had purposed in himself to destroy the 
seryant with emotions of pleasure, believing} devil and his works, and to gather all things to- 
that the time will arrive when we shall not dif-; gether in Christ, so that he would reward eve- 
fer in religious views, but shall all love the;ry man according to his works; that the righ- 
truth as it is in Jesus; when error of every | teous should be recompensed in the earth, much 
kind shall be done away, and the whole creation| more the wicked and sinner ; and that as in 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into| Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. alive? Now, dearsir, would they have preach- 
_ If know my own feelings, { have no plea-| ed such a Gospel as this, had they believed that 
sure nor interest in error. The Truth, the| many millions of our race were doomed to an 
plain and simple truths of the Gospel, are what| endless hell by an irrevocable decree before 
{ wish to believe and advocate. The truth will] they existed? How, sir, could they announce 
stand unimpaired; it is immutable. Our belief| good tidings of great joy to all people, how 
of it does not make it a truth, neither does our| could they pray in faith for the salvation of all, 
disbelief of it make a falsehood. The truth to|and invite all to partake of \the waters of life 
be believed is that which a belief of will con-| freely, if they knew their prayers were contra- 
étitute salvation. Christ says, ‘he that believ-|ry to the decree and will of God? Sir, they 


eth hath everlasting life.” and the apostle says, | would not have preached, prayed, and persuad-' 
we which have believed do enter into rest.”—-|ed men to embrace the gospel, had they not 


The truth or doctrine which they believed gave | believed, that their prayers would be answered, 
them rest in the present time. Now, sir, what} their desires granied, and that Christ would 
did they believe ? was it not that restitution of finally see of the travail of his soul, and be sat- 
all things which God hath spoken by the mouth | isfied, and deliver up the kingdom to his Father, 
of ali his holy prophets since the world began ?} that God may be allin all. 

Yes, sir, they believed that all the families,| Sir, you say it.would rejoice your heart to 
netions and kingdoms of the earth, should be hear that I had openly and fully renounced the 


nehvanatea sentiment of Universalism of every 
kind, because the opposite sentiments appear so 
plain and fully supported by Scripture ; that you 
wonder any should doubt on the subject, adding, if 
there was only this one text on the subject, you 
should consider it sufficient to settle the question— 
John iii. 36: “* He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him” I am nota little surpris- 
ed that a person of your acquirements should 
quote this passage to disprove the system of im- 
partial-and unlimited salvation! I think a mo- 
ment’s reflection would convince a candid mind 
that instead of disproving my views, it goes en- 
tirely to establish them. Do, sir, look at the 
passage again. ‘ He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life.’ When does he have 
everlasting life? Answer, when he believes; 
it is in the present time he has this life, and en- 
ters into rest. ‘+ But he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life.” Here let me ask, does 
it follow from this that those who do not believe 
on the Son must unavoidably be endlessly mis- 
erable? Let the Apostle Paul decide : «* What 
if some did not believe, shall this unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect?” He says, 
“* God forbid.” Again he says, “ For God con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy on fll.” ‘Thus we see that men are con- 
cluded in unbelief, not that God might cut them 
off eternally, but that he might display his love 
and mercy in restoring them to his favor. The 
obvious meaning ef the passage seems to be 
this: He that believeth on the Son enjoys ever- 
lasting life now, or the comforts of the Gospel ; 
whilst he that does not believe on the Son shall 
not see life ; that is, he shall not see life till he 
believes the Gospel. Consequently the wrath 
of God abideth on him, for Christ says, verse 18, 
“« He that believeth on him is not condemned, 
but he that believeth not is condemned already.” 
If, sir, you can see how Paul, who was once an~ 
unbeliever, could be brought to believe and be 
saved, you must acknowledge that the passage 
has no allusion te future nor endless misery ; 
for if one unbeliever can be made to believe 
and be saved, consistent with the passage, then 
all may in the same way. If your construction 
of the text be correct, then all are now saved 
that ever will be, and those now in heaven 
never were unbelievers! So, then, no more is 
to be done! (and missionary trades may as well 
be laid aside as not) but the truth being the re- 
verse of this, that all- flesh shall see the salva- 
tion of God. You say the passage I have ex- 
amined struck your mind with great force. I 
; think it would not have had such an effect as it 
‘did on your mind had you noticed the 17th and 
35th verses, which read thus: * For God sent 
not bis Son into the world to condemn the 
werld, but that the world through him might be 
‘saved,’ and “ The Father Joveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.” Compare 
this with chap. vi. verse 37: “ All the Father 
igiveth me shall come to me, and he that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.” ‘These passa- 
| ges, sir, appear to me to be sufficient to settle the 
| question, and place the subject beyond a doubt. 


/ 


34 UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
You suppose there aré many texts in the Bi-| converts {ridicule and reproach other in lan- | doctrines advanced, which they believe consint- 
ble to support the doctrine of endless torments. guage too indecent to relate. The ret is, all} ent with right veason and with divine revela- 


But, sir, agreeable to your request, 
amined all that are thought to have a beariog’ fession. 
on that awfal and gloomy subject, and am fully ‘while they were dead. 1%: er 

persuaded that those texts*have no allusion to| Sir, let.a person in this enlightened age of; sho 
punishment beyond this mortal state, for the the world live godly in Christ Jesus; let him| voice, let us build an house of prayer, let us 


Apostle says, “He that is dead is freed from deal justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with| consecrate a temple to the Lord of Hosts! and 
sin.” If a man be freed from sin, I think he God; let him visit the widow and fatherless inj; in the name of Jehovah we have laid the foun- 
will not be subjected to punishment. The their afiliction, and keep himself unspotted from | dation, confident that: except the Lord build 
scriptures rightly understood do not contradict) the vain allurements and traditions of the = house they labour in vain that build it.” 


They had a name that they lived,|of the society, the general interest and advance- 
meut of the truth, demanded that something 
should be done; and they have said with one 


themselves; but by no means cau the doctrine} in a word, let his love to God be manifested by * * * ” 
of endless sin and misery be admitted without | loving his neighbor as himself, and such a per-}_ “In raising this fabric, we are not governed 
making them a complete map of contradictions. |son will not be censured nor condemned by the} with an emulation to rival those who have gone 
Only admit the doctrine of universal holiness world’s people, much less by Universalists. before us, in splendor and magnificence. No 
and happiness, and we remové from the sacred) You say also what you long to hear is, that} costly decorations, no gilded carvings, will daz- 
writings that odium and those contradictions |‘ I am as open and active and as zealous in ad-|zle upon these walls. Here will no gaudy trap~ 
which the traditions of men and the Priests of) vocating the cause of Christ, as | have been in| pings, calculated to feast the eye, or attract the’ 
Baal have heaped upon them. For then, and) the cause of what you call a dangerous error, for\ attention of the distant beholder, be displayed. 
not till then, will the scriptures harmonize and|my tongue and pen,” you say, ** have both been| We trust that a motive more humble and more 
be consistent with the visible works of creation,| employed in the cause of error,” &c, Dear sir,|glorious prompted the measures which have 
the benevolence of God, and the desires and/ I think you would not so often stigmatize the | been adopted by these builders, and which you 
prayers of all Christian people. system of God’s unbounded goodness with the| already behold in a successful train of accom- 
ou furthermore say, that you “are sensi-| vulgar epithets of error—dangerous error—}plishment. Our motive is love to God, and to 
ble if I should leave the ground of the enemy,| ground of the enemy, &c —if you had ever can-|man, our fellow. We erect and dedicate this 
and come over fully and openly on the side of|didly examined the system and the Scriptures, | house to the Omnipotent Creator and “ Saviour 
truth (meaning orthodoxy) I should receive no} on which it is founded. Assertions are nothing | ef all men,” for his honor and glory, and for 


our children’s children, down to the remotest 


enemies of truth,” (viz. universalists.) In this,| prove that it isan error. If you think it isa 
sir, { think you mistake; the real and candid)dangerous error, it is certainly your duty to 
Universalists do not censure and reproach those shew its errors; that people may not be led to 
who differ from them. No, my dear sir; they/embrace it. If it can be proved by Scripture 
consider all mankind as brethren, and bound to|and sound reasoning to be a dangerous error, 
the same eternal Heaven of rest. When a Uni-| every candid Universalist will renounce it; but 
versalist renounces his faith, he is not persecu- | I doubt whether this can ever be done. The 
ted, whipped nor burnt, by his brethren. There |Clergy have not often attempted to refute Uni- 
cannot be found an instance of this kind in the| versalism, and prove it an error; and whenever 
universe. But look, sir, on the other hand :)|they have attempted, they were generally re-| Because our fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
Ifa person renounce orthodoxy or a belief in| fuled with their own arguments. shall their children’s teeth be set on edge? Ye 
endless misery, where does he land? He isim-| | have now complied with your request, as| descendants of the pilgrim band, to you we ap- 
mediately excommunicated, or debarred the pri-| fur as I understand the subject. Forgive my/peal. When your Fathers fled from the rage 
vilege of uniting with the brethren ; he is no lon-/ frankness, dear sir, and favor me with a prompt| of transatlantic bigots, and committing their lives 
ger considered a Christian, but an infidel andj reply, and you will oblige your friend and hum-jand their all to the friendship of Heaven, pre- 


posterity. 
* % ei # 

‘+ But it is said by some that we have depart- 
ed from the platform upon which our fathers 
built—that we have deserted the religion of 
our ancestors. It is true, my friends, that we 
have dissented from, and forever abjured, their 
partial creeds and systems, But is thisacrime ? 


smal} share of censure and reproach from the ) without proof, and you have never attempted to} our own, and the happiness of our children, and | 


heretic; away with him, away with him, it is) ble servant, JOHN MAXIM, jr. | ferred a trackless ocean, tossed with conflicting 
no longer fitting that he remain in our holy | —_———__________L_____________ | waves, to heir own native firesides. When 
church. Sir, alter a candid examination of the Mr. Bugbee’s Address. after having encountered the perils of the sea 
subject, I have dissented from verthodoxy, and Being pleased with the eloquence and sound sense of the sab Eitadeticid orkd: Berehidetabber eigen  E 


have incurred a small share of such censure and! following extracts from an address delivered by James H. ed to the bleak winds of December and the 
reproach ; but, for my consolation, I have the | Bugbee, at the laying of the corner stone of the First Uni- | Wintry storms—when slowly bounding over the 
testimony of the Apostles, that they both la-) yersalist Church in Plymouth, July 17, we feel happy in| billows they approached and placed their feet 
boured and suffered reproach because they trust- | having it in our power to present them to our readers. : yonder Rock, and amidst the roaring of furi- 


ed in the living God, who is the Saviour of all} + Are we inquired of by a surrounding multi-}0us waters and the whistling of the tempest, 
men. And I count it all joy tosuffer in the tude, who feel a painful solicitation to know breathed forth their devout aspirations in thanks- 
cause of him, who suffered and died for all man-! whether any ‘good thing can come out of Na- giving to indulgent Lleaven, under whose gnid- 
kind. zereth,” a reason why we raise these walis?) ance and protection they had Leen conducted to 
| know it is a very common- thing for those} We cheerfully reply. The want of a suitable | this wilderness world.— What were they? They 
who consider themselves the only favorites of| and convenient place to present ourselyes hum-/| vere dissenters, flying from the rage of bigots; 
God, and converts to orthodoxy, to cry out: “1 bly before our Father in Heaven, and solemnly, whose holy cry from that day to this has been, 
am persecuted, | am censured, reproached and | and publicly, and uniiedly, to offer our songs of orthodoxy and the church, and whose mad zeal 
ridiculed,” &c. and think it an evidence of their| thanksgiving, and supplicate his blessing, fur-| has led them to condemn and persecute all who 
piety and godliness ; but, sir, I am far from | nishes a sufficient reason, and fally justifies this| have dared to think diferent from themselves. 
thinking this an evidence of their piety and god-| {audable and important undertaking. When the We repeat it again; that our Fathers were 
liness. ~ have seen two or three revivals so} father bars his doors against his children, and dissenters They preferred the simplicity of 
called, in which time people generally united} withdraws from them his countenance and pro- the Gospel, to ihe impure worship of the esta- 
til atter the shower was over; then when they} tection; and when those homeless children re-| blished church—The pious and devout emo- 
began to join the several churches, to manifest}tnrn and knock for admittance, but knock in| tions of the heart, and the simple and mild in- 
their faith by their works, and to let their light | yain, then must they seek for themselves a shel-| fluences of the spirit, to a round of duil for- 
shine before men, as they termed it; this perse-|ter from the storm. Behold those children——| walities, and unprofitable ceremonies. ‘1 hey 
cution, reproach and ridicule, began. But by they are here!* ‘They have long realized the departed from the worship of their fathers; and 
whom was this wicked trafic carried on? by] want of a convenient house for public worship, | We, their descendants, baye departed from them. 
the world’s people, so called? No, sir; these| where they may enjoy in common with other But we ask, was this innocent dissept a crime? 
pious converts persecuted, censured, and re- denominations, the satisfaction of havirg those Who is there but applauds their magtaninious 
proached each other! Yes; those who joined : spirit, and heroic virtues? But if dissent be a 
the Baptists ridiculed and censured those who] * Previous to the organization of this Society, in the|¢rime, then instead ot making our boast as the 
joined the Congregationalists, and those who| year 1821, a petition signed by Daniel Jackson and others, | oflspring of a virtuous aad pious band of patriot 
joined the Congregationalists censured and _ridi-| W5 Presented to the Committee of the First Parish, for} pilgrims, let us honestly confess ours ie he 
culed those that joined the Baptists, and both | /iberty to hoid an evening meeting in their house, but the : Y wouns sod ash tie te 
t j r . oth | fer << te . progeny of a company of criminals, who fle 
wy é : “a petition was rejected. Application was also made for the | *- , ; tags ; d 
then joined to censure and condemn those which irom their native country to escupé the demands 


° a ‘ = . new meeting house, for a school house, the old court house, | “** 
did not join either. Sir,J have heard those | (now town house, ) but rejected. of justice. But where is the son of a Pilgrime 


I have ex-| their religion seemed to be merely a bare pro-|tion. ‘heir local situation, the rapid growth. 


| follow their examples? 
* , 


who would not repel with Indignity, any attempt 
to brand the characters of these christian dis- 
senters ! ; ; 

‘* All who love religious freedom praise their 
virtues and applaud their resolution. ‘They 
call them a glorious and holy company; men 
who dared to vindicate the rights of conscience, 
and to follow the dictates of their reason.— 
They admire their candour ih avowing their 


|| sentiments, and that magnanimity of spirit which 


hey evinced, in dissenting from the prevailing 
errors and corruptions of the church, and pride 
themselves in being the descendants of men, 


|| whose noble souls dured to be religiously free ! 


If, then, it- were virtuous and praiseworthy in 


| our fathers thus to act, shall it be called dishon- 


orable and degrading in us, their children, to 


* * 


$4 Listen now, my friends, to the sentiments 
contained in the charge of the pious Robinson 
to his flock, on the eve of their embarkation 


* 


| for America— Brethren,’ says this holy man, 


‘we are now quickly to part from one another; 
q y top ; 


and whether [ may live to see your faces on| 


earth any more, the God of heaven only knows ; 
but whether the Lord have appointed that or 
no, | charge you before God and his holy an- 


| gels, follow me no farther than you: have seen 


| 


me follow the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
ble and worthy valediction never fell from the 
lips of a mortal man. He spake the sentiments 
of his devout heart, and this charge of his should 
be indelibly impressed on every mind— Follow 
me no farther, than you have seen me follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ.’ Incomparable man! 
He sought the virtue and happiness of his flock, 
rather than their applause! ‘He loved the 
praise of God more than the praise of men.’ 
To follow Christ is to imbibe his doctrine, and 
imitate his examples—to follow him in theory 
and in practice. Hence this servant of Christ, 
sensible, as we shall presently see, that greater 
"light than he had been able, clearly to discover, 
should at some future period dawn upon the 
world, exhorts his followers to be ready to re- 
ceive it; to be ready to advance from the fee- 
bier light of the-morn, into the noontide splen- 
dor of the suu of righteousness. ‘If,’ he con- 
tinues, ‘God reveal any thing by any other in- 
strument of his, be as ready to receive it, as 
ever you were to receive any truth by my min- 
_istry';—for Iam persuaded, I am very confident, 
that the Lord has more truth yet to break out 
of his holy word! When he spake these words 
he believed it a truth, that a part of the human 
creation would be redeemed through the eflica- 
cy of Christ’s death and resurrection. But he 
was confident that the Lord had more truth to 
be revealed. | 
Goon, brethren, and while you raise these 
walls; may the out-stretched arm of Jehovah 
shield and defend you. © Fear not, ‘is the lan- 
guage of Omnipotence ; ‘Fear not, for 1 am 
with thee; | wiil bring thy seed from the east, 
and gather thee from the west; [will say to 
the north, give up; and to the south, keep not 
back; bring my sons from far, and my daughters 
from the ends of the earth.” And may all who 
come within these temple walls, be constrained 
to confess that ‘this is none other than the 
house of God, and the very gate of heaven.’ 
May the benedictions of Heaven rest upon this 
spot, and the gentle distillations of impartial 
grace forever descending trom on high, fall in 
drops of eternal life from the altar we erect. 
With these anticipations, brethren, ‘arise, let 
ws yo heace.”” 


* 
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A more no- 


s FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
What is the One Thing Needful ? 

Some Christians have been much at a loss to 
ascertain what our Saviour meant when he spoke 
of one thing which is needful. There has been 
much diversity: of opinion upon the subject,—a 
circumstance which has tended to increase the 
interest naturally excited by the nature of the 
subject. ; 

One reverend diyine tells us, that the one 
thing needful is an interest in Christ. To ob- 
tain this, he says, is the only means of salva- 
tion ; without this we shall be lost forever; and 
what then can be more necessary? Now this 
doctor would thus reason well, if that on which 
his whole argument depends for its propriety 
was not altogether an assumption. He shoul 
first shew that men have not already an interest 
in him who gave himself a ransom for all, and 
who is the head of every man, and then, if it 
were in the power of men to obtain it, his ex- 
hortatiens would be proper. ‘+ But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”—Rom. y. 
8. “ We are dead, but our life is hid with 
Christ in God.”—Col. iii. 3. This is the inter- 
est we have in Christ, eternal life, and it is se- 
cured to us in him. So that it cannot be neces- 
sary for us to obtain or secure this. I do not 
deny that eternal life is needful; but for mor- 
tals to attempt to secure what God has secured 
in his eternal purpose, cannot be needful. 

Another clergyman will tell us that the one 
thing needful is religion, and he always means 
his kind of religion, viz. to confess our total de- 
pravity by nature, aud our faith in the doctrines 
of the triuity, atonement and endless misery. 
This is what passes in the world for religion, 
and hence what is thought by many to be the 
one thing needful. But heave those who press 
such a religion upon us ever attempted to shew 
that it was this to which our Saviour alluded in 
his address to Martha, Luke x. 41,42? No— 
they have assumed this, and the people have 
taken it for granted. Is it not full time to in- 
quire whether Jesus alluded’to any such thing, 
when he said, * one thing is needful” ? ‘The 
most important inquiry in relation to this whole 
subject is, to what did our Lord refer? 

Many Christians have long been in the habit 
of using ambiguous expressions and phrases, 
which perhaps were left by the sacred writers 
unexplained in the very passage where they oc- 


cur, for the purpose of supporting their peculiar | 


tenets. ‘hey have applied these phrases and 
expressions to certain notions they entertain, 
and custem. has’ almost inseparably connected 
the words of sacred ‘writ with the doctrines of 
men, so that when we use the former, the lat- 
ter are immediately brought inte mind. This 
is an injurious association. Hence the expres- 
sion to be born again, which signified simply to 
be brought to the belief of Christianity, and to 
experience the natural effects of it in the heart 
and fife, now conveys to the minds of thousands: 
the idea of a radical change of nature, than 
which perhaps nothing else could have been 
farther from the mind of the sacred writers in 
the use of that expression. . And hence also the 
word damnation, which in none of its various sig- 
aifications included that of endless misery, con- 
veys now to the minds of many people no other 
subject. “And so I may say of the subject under 
our particular consideration. ‘The one thing need- 


ful, ig a phrase which has so Jong been applied 


io the work of obtaining an interest in Christ, 
and of getting religien in the hackneyed sense 


\of that abused avard, that when we attempt to 


MAGAZINE. 


expose the false views which have been enter- 
tained of religion, not a few people suppose that 
we are representing that to be useless which 
Christ said was above all things useful and ne- 
cessary. By these. remarks we manifest the 
importance of ascertaining the sense which the 
sacred writers attached to their own language. 
Let us then have recourse to the passage and 
context in which the one thing needful is spoken 
of. % Now it came to pass, as they went, that he 
entered into a certuin village ; and a certain wo- 
man, named Martha, recetved him into her house. 
And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat 
at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. But Martha 
was cumbered. abouts much serving, and came to 
him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath. left me. to serve.alone ? bid her, there- 
Jorefore, that she help me. And Jesus answered, 
and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many things; But one 
thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her.”— 
Luke x. 38 — 42. A 

Here two sisters are spoken of, Martha and 
Mary. Martha’s principal design seems to have 
been to treat her illustzious guest with proper 
attention and hospitality. But Mary’s mind was 
engrossed with a different object; her ears had 
heard the words of salvation; she was so de- 
lighted with the preaching of Christ, that she 
seemed for the moment to have forgotten every 
thing else, and she left her sister “to serve 
alone.” , Now do not these circumstances shew 
us what Jesus meant by the one thing needful ? 
Let the reader ask himself what it was that Ma- 
ry chose. The answer will be—she chose to 
sit at Jesus’ feet, and hear his word. The know- 
ledge of thas word was the one thing needful. 
This is justified by the words of Christ, that 
‘¢ Mary had chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her.” Men may take 
away our property and our lives; but the know- 
ledge of eternal life they can never take away. 

_ Furthermore, permit me to inquire, what can 
be more needful than a knowledge of the gos- 
pel? By this, men learn that they have an in- 
terest in Christ; and are breught to the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of true religion. If Solo- 
mon refused to compare wisdom to rubies, or to 
any thing that could be desired beside her, to 
what cau we compare the true. knowledge of 
Ghrist ? The apostle speaks of it as “ unsearch- 
able riches.” If the knowledge of the doctrine 
of Christ is, above all else, needful, we see the 
propriety of distinguishing it as the one thing 
needful. Paul says, (Phil. iv. 19) “ But my God 
shall supply all your necd, according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” If God would sup- 
ply all theiz need by these riches, which were 
*\ treasures of wisdom,” then indeed is this wise 
dom or knowledge of the gospel the one thing 
needful. 

I have used no means in answering the ques, 
tion at the head jof this article, save the Scrip- 
tures themselyes. Christians entertain errone- 
ous views Concerning many passages of scrip- 
ture, which, if they would consider them in re- 
lation to the connexion in which they are found, 
would appear perfectiy plain and easy to be un- 
derstood. Having experienced much benefit 
from this practice :nyself, 1 can cheerfully re- 
commend it to others. Kicnanrps. 

Exrract.— A revengeful mind is like a stag- 
nant pool; which, the more it is meddled w ith, 
the blacker and more loathsome it becomes; and 
like the troubled ocean, continually tossing its 
foamy biltows, and sending forth a ‘spray that 
spoils whatever ds within its wevxch.? 


Extracts from an 
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* The first object which we should endeav- 
our to eflect; is te produce a radical change in 
the opinions and customs of society in general, 
and of some classes in particular, with regard to 
the use of those articles which are capable of 
being made the means of intemperance. 

“it is an impression, almost universal among 
the laboring classes, that ardent spirits, if not 
absolutely necessary, are at least of great use 
and importance, as a support during labor, and 
that, moderately used, they are a salutary, or at 
worst, innocent stimulus. It is, 1 trust, scarcely 
necessary to say, that no impression can be 
more unfounded, no opinion more fatally false, 
than that which attributes to spirituous liquors, 
any power of promoting bodily strength, or sup- 

orting the system under labor and fatigue. 
eneitehdt has in all quarters most abundantly 
proved the contrary. None labor so constant- 
ly, so cheerfully, and with so little exhaustion, 
as those who entirely abstain—none endure so 
well hardships and exposure, the inclemency of 
weather, and the vicissitudes of season. — 

“ But, there is another notion with regard 
to the use of ardent spirits, which is, if possible, 
more unfounded, and the custom arising from it 
more inexcusable. 1 mean the notion, that they 
are ever innocent, salutary or proper, as a re- 
freshment, ina state of health. The evil which 
results from it, is that it brings the means of in- 
dulgence into common use ; it gives them cur- 
rency; they are looked upon as an article of 
common household necessity, to be resorted to 
at pleasure, without condemnation, without de- 
liberation, without discrimination. With what 
‘consistency can he censure so deeply the exces- 
ses of the less informed and enlightened classes, 
when the higher set them the example, by in- 
dulgences, which only their better education, 
or their regard for character, prevent from 
leading them into habits equally pernicious? It 
is not enough that we discountenance intemper- 
ance—we must discountenance all those things, 
which, either directly or indirectly, promete it. 
~ “A second object, which it appears almost 
essentially necessary to effect, is an inerease in 
the price, at which ardent spirits may be pro- 
cured, either by a tax upon their sale, or by an 
excise upon their manufacture, and a duty upon 
their importation, 

{t can hardly be doubted, that to their cheap- 
ness, as much or more than to any cause, is to 
be attributed the prevalence of intemperance. 
There is no point of view, in which this cir- 
éumstance has not a most unfavorable influence. | 
It gives double force to the operation of all} 
6ther causes. The poorest, the meanest man 
has within his reach ample means for procuring 
ardent spirits. 

It will follow then, if the remarks, which 
have been made, are founded in tact, that two 
things are to be brought about, before we can 
hope for any very decided diminution of habits 
of intemperance—a change in the opinion and 
habits of society with regard to the necessity and 
propriety of the common use of ardent spirits— 
and such an increase in the price, as shall render 
them difficult of access. The last of these pur- 
poses, it is within the power of government, and 
of government only, to effect. But, it is ques- 
tionable, whether the arm of authority be strong 
enongh to cafry into operation throughout our 
country, a law calculated to raise, in any con- 
siderable degree, the price of an article, which 
is almost universally considered as one of the 
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necessaries of life. In a cou dik 
where the measures of govern tcan only be 
ap expression of the sentiments of the people, 
it follows almost of course, that the people must 
be enlightened, before legislators and rulers can 
be expected to take decisive measures upon a 
subject like this. 

“ The first step, then, is to produce a sufficient 
impression in soctety, of the nature and extent of 
the evils of intemperance, to induce it to sanction, 
or at least to tolerate, legislative interference. 
And there are many considerations growing out 
of the influence which the prevalence of this 
vice has upon the wealth, the prosperity, and 
the character of a nation, which might be urged 
with great force, both upon the government 
and people, to convince them that this object 


is of national importance—considerations, which | 


will readily suggest themselves to every lover 
of his couatry, to every one who prizes 
her respectability, her virtue, her national 
character. These considerations are most im- 
perious and urgent.—The very nature of our 
political institutions, gives to the subject a new 
and overwhelming importance. Where the 
people govern themselves, how essential ‘it is 
to the stability, the order, the prosperity of so- 
ciety, that they'should be virtuous and intelli- 
gent! The members whe represent the inter- 
ests, will represent also the character and the 
habits, of their constituents. And what will be 
the termination of the experiment, which is 
here making of free institutions and a popular 
system of government, if as our prosperity in- 
creases, and eur means enlarge, we find our 
population degenerating in morals, becoming 
intemperate, debased, and profligate? ‘That 
this is no chimerical apprehension, no ground- 
less fear, is indicated by innumerable circom- 
stances. Already, in the councils of our nation, 
has one of its ablest representatives uttered his 
fearful anticipations, that we were becoming a na- 
tion of drunkards.” 


Native Scenes,— Though other places may 


by circumstance and familiarity have. become a’ 


sort of home to us, and we do all in our power 
to make them so; yet the place of our nativity 
does not loosen its grasp on the heart, however 
disagreeable untoward events may render it to 
think of. Early associations, early instructions, 
have made it sacred. We look back with de- 
light to the youthful gambols in which we sport- 
ed around our father’s house ; that house which 
was our shelter, that house which was our cas- 
tle. And so endeared to us is the spot, that in 
leoking back upon it we are hardly willing to 
recur to the sufferings we may have borne, 
or the pleasures of which we may have been 
deprived.” There our eyes first gazed on the 
light of Heaven; and there we basked in the 
sunshine of parental love. There affection first 
warmed the:breast, and gratitude there tanght 
its first lesson of praise. There the spark of 
imagination first kindled into flame, and there 
we were first fed from the hand of plenty.— 
There a ready indulgence gratified every wish, 
and an untired kindness sweetened every joy. 
Hope made its first promise there, and our days 
passed smoothly along beneath an uuclouded 
sky. Whoever has not travelled far frem these 
scenes, or has never saited out on the rough 
ocean of life,—but all that he has witnessed and 
known has been around the domestic altar,— 
must feel a pang, a very keen one too, when 
having left them forever, he has begun to en 

nk ag the heart-chilling blasts of a cold-hearted 
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And to the earth confin’d ; 
And yet so mean a thing ean he p04; 
Puff’d up with pride and vanity, 
Can bluster like the wind ! 
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O! what do angels think of me? 
If they, so humble, yet can see — 
__ And comprehend my heart, 
With what contempt, could they despixd, 
On me would glance their piercing eyes | ~ 
But pity takes my part. 
With shame I blush, and well I may, 
Before that power to which I pray, 
_ From whom I cannot hide. _ 
Before him, on my face I fall, 
And on his kind compassion call, 
To humble all my pride. 
My Saviour’s meekness wotild I learn, 
His every footstep would discern, — 
And walk the humble way, ‘ tw 
Which shuns the path of sin and strife, = 
And leads to,everlasting life, 
To an immortal day. 
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Far to the east, across the seas, 
See Epbraim go to catch a breeze, 

And feast upon the wind. jawy ak 
His airy food, in ample store, t 
He’s sure to findin Serampore; dies 

To satisfy his mind. ‘ 

_ And now for means to help away 
This hungry child ; why should he stay 

\ here all the air is still-? +) 
For want of wind how lean he grows ! 
Then send him where a plenty blows ; 

Let Ephraim have his fill. 

ee H. B. 


Married in Roxbury, by Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2d. Mr. 
Joseph D. Williams to Miss Emily Mirick, both of Roxe 
bury. _v 


DIED, ~ ; " ‘ 

In Dorchester, 14th inst. Mr. Edward Withington, 
aged 71, for many years a firm believer of that doctrine 
which he found by happy experience carried comfort and 
support to a dying hour, viz. the final restoration of the 
whole human family, to holiness and happiness in the pres- 
ence of their Father and their God. 

In Albany, Sarah Adeline W illiams, youngest daughter 
of Dr John V: illiams, late of Portsmouth, N.H. This 
young lady, it is no flattery to say, possessed not only the 
most amiable disposition, but a mind strong by nature, and 
cultivated by study and reflection to a high degree.of re- 
finement. In religion, she professed the telets of the Uni- 
versalists, and died in the full belief and calm expression 
of those doctrines, as the foundation of her hopes in ano- 
ther world. She was most justly beloved’and respeeted 
by all who had an opportunity of knowing her worth; 
and long will her memory be cherished ,in the bosoms,of 
those to whom she was most nearly allied —.Alb. paper. | 
ane —sé@0_jAOS_a@”™—~—EO eee 

We would remind the publisher of the Christian Tele- 
scope and UniversaJist Miscellany that the piece headed 
‘** Money answereth all Things,”’ in his last No. was tak- 
en from our paper.—Publishers. - 
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“SPEECH OF THE DEAD.” 
A Sermon, occasioned by the. death of Dea. Moses. 
Haut, of Charlestown, Mass. delivered,on. the morning. 
of the first Sabbath in Aug. 1826, by Rev, HOSEA 
BALLOU. of this city, is Juer Pustisnep and Fon 
SALE AT Tuts Orrice. Price 12 1-2 ets, 


